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with one another." Official reports to Congress
from the Indian bureau confess that this Iroquois
confederation was the true political germ of the
United States.

The men of the Five Nations had very high
notions of liberty, and that on both the public and
the domestic side. Every man was considered
equal to his fellow. The sachem, even when he
came of -a ruling stock, was elected to his office.
They had no hereditary rank, and no other titles
than the names which described their function,
such as warrior, councillor, and seer. They said
that all men of Iroquois race, together with their
allies, were born free and equal with each other;
and that no man, thus freely born, could ever
be made a slave. Indeed, they set their faces
against slavery in any form. No Iroquois could
own his fellow. If enemies were taken by him
in war, they were either put to death or natural-
ised and adopted into his tribe. Nay, the senti-
ment of freedom was so strong in the Five
Nations that they declared the soil itself free, so
that no slave could be found within the dis-
tricts hunted by these red-men, even when negro
slaves were everywhere being bought and sold in
the streets of Boston,- Philadelphia, and New York.